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MISUSE OF DRUGS AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 14 June. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.58 pm]:  I will not spend too much time on the Misuse of Drugs Amendment 
Bill 2006 - two minutes should be ample time - much to the relief of members opposite.  The opposition agrees 
with this amending legislation because parts of the federal Criminal Code have been repealed.  If we want our 
Western Australian law enforcement agency to catch and charge serious drug traffickers, this amending 
legislation is necessary.  Has this bill been declared an urgent bill?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It should have been. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am happy to declare this bill an urgent bill on behalf of the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services.  I am always happy to assist in these times.   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Someone has to do the work. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am happy to do the work, my friend.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  If everything that I have said so far can be scrapped, I am happy to sit down to let the 
minister correct his oversight.  Alternatively, after I have finished my contribution, the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services can move that this bill be declared an urgent bill during his second reading response.   
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am trying to help the Parliament of Western Australia and, indeed, the Minister for 
Police and Emergency Services, who obviously was not awake on this one.   
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Hillarys, I ask you to conclude your remarks.  On the conclusion of 
your remarks, I expect that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services will move that the bill be declared 
urgent.  I think it is best that the member continue.  I do not wish to interrupt the flow of his speech.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Of course not, Madam Deputy Speaker.  Heaven forbid!  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  There are two good reasons for the member to continue: first, we would hate to interrupt him 
and, secondly, by the time he finishes speaking, we will want to declare the bill urgent!   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I love a bit of humour in this house; it keeps us all sane.   
I will conclude my remarks in about one minute.  I am not aware of any other speakers from the Liberal or 
National Parties.  We want to progress this bill as quickly as possible so that it can proceed to the other place and 
be dealt with before the long winter break.  There is only a slight chance that somebody would be caught by the 
outcome of this legislation but, in the meantime, such an offender could be dealt with properly.  I know that the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services has the same view as I do: we need to catch serious drug traffickers 
and deal with them in the most effective way.  We do not want to be thwarted simply because the federal 
legislation has been amended and something has been repealed.  We need our own legislation to be up to date.  A 
single line in this legislation amends the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 by replacing paragraph (b) in the definition 
of “external serious drug offence” in section 32A(3) of that act with the words - 

(b) offence against a prescribed provision of a law of the Commonwealth; 
That makes the law more in keeping with any law that the commonwealth may enact.  It leaves the options open, 
which is important in dealing with serious drug trafficking.  I know that everyone in this house would want to 
see as much weight as possible put behind legislation in this state and in the commonwealth to combat these 
people, who are a scourge on society and should be dealt with in the most severe terms.  I said that I would speak 
for two minutes, and I have spoken for four, but I am sure that the house will forgive me.  The opposition 
supports the legislation.  

[Continued below.] 
Declaration as Urgent 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [4.02 pm]:  In accordance 
with standing order 168(2), I move - 

That the Misuse of Drugs Amendment Bill 2006 be considered an urgent bill.  
The reasons for this have already been explained in the second reading speech; that is, a change to the federal 
law meant that the full effect of state law relating to drug traffickers might not be able to be applied simply 
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because the offence in federal law that is referenced has been moved from the Customs Act to the federal 
Criminal Code.  That technical issue could mean a drug trafficker could escape.  As the member for Hillarys has 
quite rightly said, the chance of that is slim, because there would have to be a prosecution under the changed 
federal law, with the person having been picked up under another law in Western Australia.  The federal law 
changed only at the beginning of this year, but we would not want this technical issue to mean that a drug 
trafficker might escape the full force of the law.  For that reason, the government has introduced this amending 
bill, and seeks to expedite it.  I thank the opposition for its support and its assistance in expediting the bill.  
Question put and passed. 

Second Reading Resumed 

Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time.  
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Minister for Police and Emergency Services), and 
transmitted to the Council.  
 


